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Questions for Discussion 

i . What makes you think that the church needs reconstruction ? 

2. Can you get from the teachings of Jesus a brief ethical statement that 
would serve as the basis of Christian fellowship ? 

3. What tasks confronting the modern church should make for federation and 
unity ? 

4. Is the New Testament a book of rules governing church organization and 
method ? 

5. What steps toward federation have been taken in your community? 

6. What further steps could be taken ? 
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STUDY IV 

THE MEANING OF SALVATION 

We cannot too often remind ourselves that the realities of religion must be 
found in experience. This is especially true of that aspect of religion which is 
called " salvation." It is to be feared that many persons are needlessly perplexed 
because they think that they must inwardly appropriate some intricate explana- 
tion of salvation. In this study we shall not be speculating about election, or 
sanctification, or "theories" of atonement. We shall try to appreciate what 
actually occurs in the life of one who experiences salvation. 

Men need salvation because there is something wrong with them which needs 
to be set right. But unless a person knows just what is wrong he will be groping 
in the dark for relief. No two persons need to be saved from exactly the same 
evil. One man may be generously inclined, kind to others, but perfectly willing 

1 Address The American Institute of Sacred Literature, The University of 
Chicago, Chicago, HI. 
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to steal or to lie. Another man may be scrupulously honest, but cold and harsh 
toward others. To talk about sin in general may prevent one from seeing the 
particular sins which need attention. To strive for salvation in general may mean 
the neglect of special phases of religious experience. The student is urged to 
observe the suggestive aspects which will appear in the incidents and utterances 
of this study, so as to make his own conception of salvation more vital and real. 
For convenience four aspects of the experience of salvation are here treated: 
(i) salvation from distress due to powerful human enemies; (2) salvation from 
personal sins and defects; (3) salvation from distress due to the heartlessness of 
nature; (4) social salvation. 

SALVATION FROM DISTRESS DUE TO POWERFUL HUMAN ENEMIES 

First day. — § 53. Read Exod. 15 : 1-18. Note that this is a song of triumph 
intended to represent the exultation of the escaping Israelites whose enemies have 
been overwhelmed in the sea. The foe was cruel (vs. 9) , but God was greater than 
the foe, and delivered his people. The sense of national salvation appears often 
in the Old Testament. It is not wanting in a certain self-satisfied monopoly of 
Jehovah's benefits, and it often has a spirit of vengeful joy. Read vss. 4, 5, 10, 
and 16. Yet there is also a noble realization of the vindication of justice. If some 
great calamity had fallen upon the German army of occupation in Belgium in 1914, 
how naturally such a song as that of Miriam's would be sung by the emancipated 
people. The deliverance of France by Joan of Arc has always been celebrated 
as such a divine salvation. The Armenians who have been rescued from the 
Turkish massacres have given praise to God. For another striking instance read 
Isaiah, chaps. 36 and 37, and the songs which seem to celebrate that great deliver- 
ance, Pss. 46 and 47. 

Second day. — § 54. Read Dan., chap. 3. This is one of the very late Old 
Testament writings. It is a story with a religious purpose. The little book was 
circulated among the Jews when the Greek king of Syria was trying to destroy 
their religion and nationality. The miracle is a picturesque method of illustrating 
God's saving care of his people. How confident are the faithful that they will 
be saved (vs. 17), and yet how loyal, even though the salvation might not come 
(vs. 18). Read the whole story as a parable of loyalty in extremest peril and 
deliverance from overwhelming human tyranny. How applicable in the invaded 
lands of Europe during the Great War. 

Third day. — § 55. Read Isa. 11:1-9. The prophet is picturing a redeemed 
land after the foreign invader has been expelled. Note that he looks for a wise 
government, inspired by religious faith (vs. 2) ; that he expects justice for the poor 
and punishment for the oppressor (vs. 4) ; that righteousness holds the social order 
as a belt girds a man (vs. 5). Then the strong and the weak, the great and the 
small, are able to dwell together in peace (vss. 6-9). Here is a highly poetic 
picture of social salvation. It is the kind of salvation for which men are looking 
in the days that shall be after the war. 

Fourth day. — § 56. Read Isa. 42:1-9; 49:1-6. The prophet has promised 
to Israel, Jehovah's servant, a national deliverance from the power of Babylon. 
Then he indicates that only the faithful in Israel are really the servant. These by 
their loyalty shall be the means of saving their own people and also the Gentiles. 
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Note how universal is the expectation of a salvation that shall preserve the feeblest 
and most needy (42:37), and shall extend to the ends of the earth (42:4,6; 49:6). 
The salvation is social and political, founded in a new sense of justice, but it is 
distinctly the result of religious faith. 

Fifth day. — § 57. Read Isa. 52:13 — 53:12. In this wonderful passage the 
prophet symbolizes in a martyr figure all the sacrificial efforts that had been made 
by God's servants for the redemption of Israel. How Amos had been despised! 
How Jeremiah had been persecuted! How Ezekiel had been misunderstood! 
But all the loyalty would have its reward, for the stricken servant of Jehovah was 
to be exalted (52 : 13-15). Here is the classic expression of the way in which social 
salvation is achieved. Who believes the message (53:1, 2)? How easily the 
failure of the servant of God is regarded as his own fault (vs. 4). But later we 
find our mistake. Wendell Phillips is exalted today, but in his own day he was 
assaulted by a Boston mob. Nurse Edith Cavell was murdered, but her memory 
will live forever. Of course the early Christians applied the prophet's wonderful 
picture to Jesus, for he met the hatred of the rulers, and went to death in depend- 
ence upon God, and robbed the cross forever of its shame. 

SALVATION FROM PERSONAL SINS AND DEFECTS 

Sixth day. — § 58. In order to realize how various religious needs are, let us 
look at Mark's brief summary of typical saving acts in the ministry of Jesus. Read 
Mark 1 : 29 — 2 : 1 5. Notice how Jesus in each case dealt with a specific kind of 
trouble: sickness (1:29 ff.), possession by demons (1:32 ff.), need of hearing the 
gospel (vss. 35 ff-), need of forgiveness (2:5), social ostracism (vss. 15 ff.), religious 
conventionality (vss. 18 ff .) . Jesus did not spend his time in constructing elaborate 
theological doctrines, as the scribes did. He dealt with people according to their 
actual needs. Do you think that it would be possible to define these needs in one 
stereotyped conception ? 

Seventh day. — § 59. Read II Sam. 12:1-15. David had deliberately planned 
to get an officer of his army slain in battle so that he might marry the officer's 
beautiful wife. Notice how Nathan aroused David's moral sense by a parable. 
From what did David need to be saved ? Did his repentance and forgiveness blot 
out all the consequences of his evil deed ? 

Eighth day. — § 60. Read Isa. 1 : 10-20. The prophet is addressing men who 
are religious in conventional ways, worshiping and offering sacrifices. Do these 
religious men need salvation? If so, from what? How may they be saved? 
Which is more important, an outer transaction like a sacrifice, or an inward 
attitude of mind ? Read vss. 13, 14, 16, 17. What kind of an experience would 
one have if he were saved as Isaiah suggests ? 

Ninth day. — §61. The book of Jonah furnishes a wonderfully suggestive 
study of the spiritual needs of a religious leader. Read it carefully. Jonah was 
called to be a foreign missionary. Nineveh was a heathen land. But he did not 
want these Gentiles to be put on an equality with his own people. Why was Jonah 
angry when God was merciful to the repentant Ninevites? Was he more con- 
cerned with his own reputation than with God's purpose ? If so, from what did 
he need to be saved ? Can you name some spiritual defects to which religious 
leaders are peculiarly liable ? 



AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED LITERATURE 251 

Tenth day. — § 62. Read Rom. 7 : 7-24. Paul is perhaps giving us a glimpse 
of his own experience in this passage. Notice that when he was trying to keep the 
commandments he found that coveting was forbidden. But coveting is an inner 
state of mind rather than an outer deed. Paul discovered that bad suggestions 
came to him involuntarily. So overwhelmed was he that he uttered the despairing 
cry in vss. 17-25. Compare with this passage Matt. 5:21 ff. If you measure 
yourself by this test do you realize a profound need of salvation ? 

Eleventh day. — Read Rom. 8:1-11. It is the sequel to the preceding utterance. 
Notice what occurs in experience because of trust in Christ: forgiveness (vs. 1), 
a sense of spiritual freedom (vs. 2), a consciousness of the presence of God's spirit 
in one's inner life (vs. 0), and a certainty of possessing eternal life (vs. n). Might 
one have such experiences without being able to understand all of Paul's doctrine 
of atonement in vs. 3 ? 

Twelfth day. — § 63. In order to realize one's need of salvation one must 
become conscious of his defects. Read Luke 18:0-14. Did the Pharisee need 
salvation ? If so, from what ? Could he be saved unless he was aware of his 
defects ? Why did Jesus approve the publican rather than the Pharisee ? Review 
the past five lessons and see if you can tell what kind of experience makes one 
ready for salvation. 

Thirteenth day. — It is only when we come face to face with God's standard of 
judgment that we realize our sinfulness. Read Matt. 5:43-48. Make a list of 
the practical ways in which men become conscious of their sinfulness. What is 
the effect on you of knowing a consecrated Christian ? Consider what it means by 
way of self-judgment to become acquainted with Jesus. Charles Dudley Warner 
tells us how when a boy he tried to induce in himself a profound sense of sin and 
could not succeed. Suppose instead of trying to feel sinful he had simply let 
the life and ideals of Jesus speak to him. A revelation of the good is more 
potent than a theory of sin in inducing a wholesome experience of religious 
need. 

Fourteenth day. — § 64. Repentance is the first active step in the experience 
of salvation. It means literally a change of purpose. Read Luke 15:11-32. 
What was more important in the prodigal's experience, remorse or the new pur- 
pose ? May a person repent without going through an emotional crisis ? F. W. 
Robertson said, "To grieve over sin is one thing; to repent is another." Have 
you ever known what it is to feel remorse, but to remain unrepentant ? St. Am- 
brose said, "True repentance is to cease from sin." To be inspired by the sum- 
mons of some noble ideal or some heroic life is the best way in which to repent in 
this sense. Do you think that people sometimes dwell too much on their own 
failures and too little on the power of God ? Put in your own words what is in- 
volved in the experience of repentance ? 

Fifteenth day. — § 65. A man is saved by faith. This means practically that 
he trusts himself to some revelation of God's power and love. This revelation 
comes usually in some fact or ideal which calk forth trust. Read Luke n :o-i3. 
Jesus calls attention to the children's trust in a father's love, and suggests that 
God is at least as good as an earthly parent. Read John 14:1-11. Here the 
argument is that God is as good as Jesus. If you were in trouble or were conscious 
of sin could you trust a person like Jesus and confess to him ? Why ? Would it 
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be hard to have faith in him ? When supreme goodness appears, faith is the most 
simple and honest attitude. 

Sixteenth day.—% 66. There are many ways in which faith is aroused. 
Sometimes it comes by reading great utterances of faith such as are found in the 
Bible. Sometimes one reasons out the grounds for trust. In Browning's Said we 
find such an argument: "Do I find love so full in my nature, God's ultimate gift, 
that I doubt his own love can compete with it ? " Read this wonderful poem with 
this idea in mind. Compare Jesus' statement in Luke n : 13, "how much more." 
Martin Luther found the character of Jesus the surest ground for faith. Said he, 
"I let go utterly all thoughts and speculations concerning the divine majesty and 
glory, and hang and cling to the humanity of Christ; there is no fear there, but 
only friendliness and joy, and I learn thus through him to know the Father." 

Seventeenth day. — Trying to believe a doctrine is not faith. There must be 
something in the doctrine which kindles one's vision and arouses love and aspira- 
tion. Far better than a doctrine as an object of faith is a life glowing with the 
consciousness of God, which compels us to acknowledge the existence of great 
spiritual realities. Why is the faith which Jesus arouses more complete than that 
coming from any other source ? Put in your own words the results in experience 
of trusting Jesus. 

Eighteenth day. — § 67. Read I John 3:1-3. To be called children of God 
means a new sense of dignity. When Lord Nelson said, "England expects every 
man to do his duty," he appealed to the best in men. This appeal saved them 
from yielding to fear. Notice in vs. 3 how the consciousness of belonging to the 
family of God stirs one to purity of life. In vs. 2 the victorious joy of present 
experience is promise of a greater experience as a more intimate presence of God is 
realized. 

SALVATION FROM DISTRESS DUE TO THE APPARENT HEARTLESSNESS OF NATURE 

Nineteenth day. — § 68. Read Job 23 : 1-9. Recall the disasters that had 
befallen Job, loss of property, death of his children, a loathsome disease which had 
afflicted him. Job is desperate. He wants to know the meaning of this dreadful 
experience. But he cannot find God. What would salvation mean for Job? 
Read chap. 27 and note that to Job the misfortune of the wicked would mean the 
justice of God. 

Twentieth day. — §60. Read Eccles. 9:2-6. This strange book reflects the 
musings of one who finds that Nature seems to care nothing for moral distinctions. 
What difference does it make whether a man is good or bad, since both good and 
bad meet precisely the same fate? Compare with this utterance the teaching 
of Jesus in Matt. 5 : 43-45. Jesus states the same fact as the author of Ecclesiastes. 
What is the difference between the two interpretations ? 

Twenty-first day. — § 70. Tennyson in his great poem In Memoriam has given 
eloquent expression to the overwhelming sense of loneliness which comes when one 
must face hopeless disaster: 

I falter where I firmly trod, 

And falling with my weight of cares 

Upon the great world's altar stairs 
That slope through darkness up to God, 
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I stretch lame hands of faith, and grope 

And gather dust and chaff, and call 

To what I feel is Lord of all 
And faintly trust the larger hope. 

Notice that here is a real need which is not sin. Is the attitude in the last stanza 
a step toward saving faith ? 

Twenty-second day. — § 71. In the opening lines of In Memoriam Tennyson 
voices the faith that saves from despair: 

Strong son of God, immortal Love, 

Whom we that have not seen thy face, 

By faith, and faith alone, embrace, 
Believing where we cannot prove, 

Thou wilt not leave us in the dust, 

Thou madest man, he knows not why: 

He thinks he was not made to die, 
And Thou hast made him. Thou art just. 

In John 14:1-11, §65, we saw how Jesus reassured the doubting disciples. 
Compare Tennyson's argument here. The "immortal love" seen in Jesus rein- 
forces the natural conviction that there must be a moral meaning in the world. 
Indicate in your own way how faith in Jesus saves one from the kind of despair 
which we have been considering. 

SOCIAL SALVATION 

Twenty-third day. — § 72. Read Isa. 65 : 1 7-25. Bear in mind what the people 
of Israel had suffered both from enemy invasion and from social injustice. God's 
reign cannot come to pass unless society is such as to help rather than to hinder 
spiritual life. Notice in vss. 21-23 how honest toil is to receive its just reward. 
By way of contrast with this ideal picture read Amos 3 : 12-15. A phrase which is 
common today is "the Social Gospel." What does it mean, and why is it needed 
as well as the gospel of individual salvation ? 

Twenty-fourth day. — § 73. The idea of the Kingdom of God was prominent 
in the preaching of John the Baptist and of Jesus. Read Luke 3:3-14. Men are 
here exhorted to get ready for the coming Kingdom. Notice carefully what is 
involved: generous care for those in need (vs. n), elimination of "graft" in 
politics (vs. 13), getting rid of military arrogance (vs. 14). 

Twenty-fifth day. — § 74. Read Mark 10:35-45. The disciples were asking 
for appointment to positions where they could give orders to others. Jesus tells 
them that in the Kingdom of God only those had a right to rule who rendered 
largest service. What kind of a city would result if all the officials had the spirit 
suggested by this passage ? To secure that kind of government is essential if all 
men are to be saved from graft and incompetency and injustice. President 
Cleveland said, "Public office is a public trust." Is this a religious interpretation 
of government ? 

Twenty-sixth day. — § 75. The full realization of Christian brotherhood is 
impossible in a society where slavery exists. Thomas Jefferson said with reference 
to slavery in the United States, "I tremble for my country when I reflect that God 
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is just." Harriet Beecher Stowe felt that she was obeying an inspired call when 
she wrote Uncle Tom's Cabin. To free this land from slavery was essential to the 
realization of all that Christianity means. Was the Emancipation Proclamation 
a part of the gospel of salvation? Read it with this idea in mind. Abraham 
Lincoln is called the "savior of his country." Why ? 

Twenty-seventh day. — Intemperance is another foe of the higher life. What 
do you think Jesus would say of a city which has saloons making drinking and 
debauchery as alluring as possible ? Is the full gospel of salvation being preached 
if we pass by the social and political ideals which permit saloons legally to 
exist? Why do decent people prefer to live where there are no saloons? 
What do you know of conditions in your own town ? Learn what you can of 
them today. 

Twenty-eighth day. — At the present time the whole world is in the agony of an 
awful war (1018). Christian men who would be glad to practice the gospel of 
brotherly love are finding it necessary to train themselves for the slaughter of 
their fellow-men. Said one soldier in a training camp, "What kind of a Christian 
will I be after I have run a bayonet through a man ? " Does this war make plain 
the need of a salvation for nations as well as for individuals ? If slavery has gone 
and the traffic in alcohol is going, may we hope for the ultimate salvation of men 
from war ? 

Twenty-ninth day.—§ 76. The prophets of Israel looked forward to a righteous 
nation. The early Christians with their Jewish brethren pictured the fulfilment 
of salvation in the Kingdom of God. In our day we are giving new emphasis to 
this aspect of faith. Read Felix Adler's hymn beginning, 

Sing we of the Golden City 

Mentioned in the legends old, 
Everlasting light shines o'er it, 

Wondrous tales of it are told. 

Only righteous men and women 

Dwell within its gleaming wall; 
Wrong is banished from its borders 

Justice reigns supreme o'er all. 

Do some men need to be saved from indifference to social and political con- 
ditions more than from personal sins? What of church members who did not 
work for the abolition of slavery, who did not fight the liquor traffic, who shout 
more loudly for big armies than for international justice ? 

Thirtieth day. — Review the studies of this month, and then write a brief 
statement telling what salvation means in its broadest aspects. Is there danger 
that we may be satisfied with a partial salvation, and so may miss a portion of the 
blessing which may be ours ? 

One of the results of this study should be the realization that salvation is a 
far greater and more varied experience than that of a dramatic rescue from the 
power of sin. Indeed, some of the most consecrated Christians are too busy 
about deeds of love and justice to give much thought to their own selfish salva- 
tion. One may have his life transformed by Jesus through active service no less 
than through a more passive trust in him. In Matt. 22:44 ff. Jesus pictures 
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some men who are surprised to learn of their complete identification with him. 
To love what Jesus loved, and to do what Jesus would have done, is the surest 
test of salvation. In comparison all else is incidental. 

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW 

i. Why is it better to get our conception of salvation through the experience 
of people than from the theories of religious philosophers ? 

2. Give some examples from Old Testament history of what might be called 
national salvation. 

3. What is there about all these examples that makes them evidences of 
religious experience ? 

4. What part did the personal attitude of those saved play in the process of 
salvation ? 

5. What was Jesus' method of saving the people about him, as illustrated in 
Mark, chapters 1 and 2 ? 

6. Give Old Testament examples of people who were saved from themselves. 

7. What relation does Isaiah declare between repentance and salvation ? 

8. Name some spiritual defects to which religious leaders are peculiarly liable. 

9. How did Paul express his feeling of his own need of salvation ? 

10. What must precede repentance, and therefore salvation ? 

11. How do men become conscious of their sinfulness? 

12. Put in your own words what is involved in an experience of repentance. 

13. What does salvation by faith mean? 

14. Why should it not be difficult to have faith in God ? 

15. Why is the faith that Jesus inspires more complete than that coming from 
any other source ? 

16. What effect upon us has the consciousness of belonging to the family of 
God? 

17. How does faith in Jesus save one from the despair which comes from 
fruitless struggle with disease or misfortune ? 

18. What is meant by "social salvation" ? What is its importance compared 
with individual salvation ? 

19. Make a list of ten things from which it seems to you that society needs 
to be saved. 

SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES 

To free the word salvation from mystery and show it as an actual religious 
experience about which theological dogmas have been formulated in every age 
is the task of this month's work. The leader should first of all read through the 
entire study in order that he may appreciate fully its method of procedure and 
may not himself fall into habits of dogmatic and stereotyped forms of expression. 

It will be recognized at once that the subject of social salvation is the climax 
of the study, and that personal salvation is discussed as an experience which is 
frequently acquired in those efforts which are exerted by individuals toward the 
larger aim of social salvation, but without which social salvation cannot be 
fully achieved. For the sake of clearness it seems proper to direct the attention 



